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Oesophago-gastric Pathway Board Minutes of Meeting  
22nd May 2015 

 

Meeting room 10,  
Mayo building, 

Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, 
Time: 2-4pm 

Attendance Representation 

Mr Jonathan Vickers Pathway Director 

Colin Jackson Patient representative 

Louise Porritt CNS Stockport NHS FT 

Michelle Eden Yates CNS SRFT 

Amanda Law Consultant, Royal Bolton NHS FT 

Tina Foley CNS UHSM 

Ann Anderton CNS WWL 

Dr Konrad Koss Consultant East Cheshire NHS Trust 

Dr Robert Willert Consultant Central Manchester NHS FT 

Mr Andrew MacDonald Consultant UHSM 

Dr Reggi George Consultant Pennine Acute NHS Trust 

Dr Stephen Hayes Consultant SRFT 

Dr Richard Keld Consultant WWL 

Dr Richard Hubner Consultant Christie 

Apologies  

Mr J Varghese Consultant Royal Bolton NHS FT 

Dr D Bisset Consultant Royal Bolton NHS FT 

Mr A Li Consultant Central Manchester NHS FT 

Dr S Liong Consultant UHSM 

Mr A Benhamida Consultant Tameside NHS FT 

Dr L Hosey GP ALW CCG 

Julie Wolfenden CNS Pennine Acute NHS Trust 

Ms R Melhado Consultant SRFT 

Dr L Bhatt Consultant Christie 

In attendance   

James Leighton Manchester Cancer 

Michelle Leach Manchester Cancer 
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Agenda Item Action 

1. Apologies  
All apologies were noted. Mr Vickers asked the board, in view of the repeated non-
attendance, if the venue and timing of the meeting continued to suit everyone. The 
board agreed to keep the venue and the meeting on a Friday afternoon and asked 
that JV write to members who regularly fail to attend to see if any more support may 
be given. 
 
JV also noted Dr Bisset’s resignation form the board because of his upcoming 
retirement. He thanked him for his support to the board and wished him well on 
behalf of the board.  

 
Action JV to 
identify and 
contact board 
members failing to 
attend 

2. Minutes from the last meeting  
These were confirmed as an accurate record of the previous meeting. 

 

3. Matters arising not on the agenda 
3.1 Feedback form the “Be clear on cancer” campaign 

JL confirmed that so far he has been unable to get a report from the SCN, this item to 
be deferred to the next meeting. 

3.2 Hosting of an “Open” board meeting 
The board agreed to hold an open pathway board meeting at SRFT in October. JL to 
work up a proposal and table it at the next board meeting.  

 
 
JL to present 
report at the next 
board meeting. 
 
JL to draft a paper 
for the approval of 
the board. 

4. Improving outcomes, with a focus on survival  
4.1  Manchester Cancer objectives 

The board noted the updated objectives of Manchester Cancer as circulated.  

4.2 Outcome measures 

4.2.1 Surgical survival rates 2013/14 

The board noted the outcome data received from SRFT and UHSM and asked that MS 
Melhado continued to obtain the equivalent data from Central Manchester. 

There followed a wide ranging discussion and the board agreed that more pooled 
data was required on endoscopic patients and those attending for 
chemo/radiotherapy treatments. AMcD reported that the Christie held data on staged 
patients and that this should be accessed. 

Dr Hubner (RH) agreed to liaise with RM Dr Mansoor from the Christie with regard to 
the collection of relevant 1-year survival data from Christie database 

4.2.2 Board proposed measures 

The board had a wide ranging discussion on the measures that the board may want to 
collect and audit.  There was no collective agreement on this and the board agreed to 
review after the meeting with the Christie and Dr Mansoor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
RM to complete 
the data and 
report to the next 
board. 
 
RM to contact Dr 
Mansoor with 
regard to available 
data for 1 year 
survival 
 
RH to report back 
at the next board  
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4.3 Protocol for Low grade dysplasia guideline 

The board noted the protocol as tabled and approved the paper for adoption and 
publication  

4.4 Pathology guidelines  

The board noted the guidelines as tabled and approved the paper for adoption and 
publication. 

The board thanked Drs Hayes and Bisset for their hard work and perseverance in 
writing both of these documents.   

 
JL to send to MDT 
leads and publish 
on the MC website 
 
 
 
JL to send to MDT 
leads and publish 
on the MC website 

5. Improving patient experience  
5.1 Local patient experience survey 

Michelle Eden-Yates (MEY) and Louise Porritt (LP) confirmed that they had agreed the 
draft questionnaire but were unsure as to the sampling and time period that should 
be used.  

Dr Willert (RW) asked if it was necessary to obtain research ethics approval before 
proceeding with this. The board agreed that this needs clarification before proceeding 
further. RW suggested asking Ms Duff from UHSM for guidance because of her 
experience on this field. JL agreed to contact Ms Duff for advice and guidance on 
obtaining a multi-centre approval.  

5.2 Provider follow up protocol 

JV outlined his thinking on the issues currently and the possible standardisation of OG 
follow-up care. Following a wide ranging discussion the board agreed in principle with 
the need for a uniform follow-up process. JV asked that his paper is circulated to the 
board and the item to be tabled for discussion at the next board 

5.3 Living with and beyond cancer audit 

The board noted the paper from the Living with and beyond cancer pathway board 
and the proposed audit. The board felt that the issue raised in 5.1 needs to be 
clarified before proceeding. 

5.4 Living with & beyond innovation bid update 
 
JL confirmed that an initiation meeting had taken place and a target start date for the 
project had been agreed. This project at this stage will only be open to patients living 
within Salford. However Ann Anderton (AA) confirmed that a similar scheme was 
available in the Wigan area, she agreed to pass on the contact details for the Wigan 
scheme. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JL agreed to obtain 
clarification on the 
need for research 
ethics approval. 
 
 
 
 
JL to send out the 
paper to Board 
members and 
table the item on 
the next agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann Anderton to 
send JL the contact 
details for the lead 
of the Wigan 
scheme 

6. Increasing research and innovative practice 

NIHR clinic trial recruitment 

Dr Hubner (RH) spoke to the tabled report outlining the level of recruitment to OG 
clinical trials in 2014/15. He explained that he had asked the NIHR for some more 
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detail specifically in year on year changes and volumes of eligible patients. The board 
reviewed the recruitment levels within each organisation. 

 

Mr MacDonald (AMcD) informed the board of current and future research that may 
occur in the area. He felt that the key to successful clinical research was that there 
was a co-ordinated front to the participation. 

 

He also informed the board about a recent discussion about a proposed RCT for 
adenocarcinoma treatments. He explained that there was an initial pilot programme 
to be undertaken at UHSM. He agreed to keep the board updated on progress of this 
trial. 

7. Delivering compliant and high quality services 
7.1 Peer review for 2015 

JL outlined the board peer review process for this year a discussed the constitution 
document that was tabled. The board agreed to review outside of the meeting and 
advise JL of any necessary amendments. 

JL also confirmed that the date for peer review had been extended to July 17th instead 
of June 30th.      

7.2 Radiology guidelines update 

The board noted the guidelines as tabled and approved the paper for adoption and 
publication. 

The board thanked Drs Law and Liong for their hard work and perseverance in writing 
both of these documents.   

 
 
Board members to 
review the 
constitution and 
advise of 
amendments 
 
 
 
 
JL to send to MDT 
leads and publish 
on the MC website 

8. Any other business 
8.1 Update on the procurement process 

 
AMcD asked if there was any update on the proposed procurement in light of the 
urology annulment. JV explained that there was no proposal submitted yet from the 
commissioners. He would keep the board informed if any procurement was proposed. 
 

8.2 Clinical governance 
AMcD asked the Pathway Director for guidance on reported preventable deaths 
following OG cancer surgery. He explained that he had raised some concerns 
previously which he felt had not been acted upon. 
 
He was now raising this concern at the board and suggested that an external 
retrospective review needs to be undertaken into all OG cancer surgical deaths in the 
last 5 years. 
 
JV agreed to discuss this with AMcD outside of the meeting and discuss with the 
Medical Director of Manchester Cancer 
 

8.3 Pathway Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JV to raise this 
issue with Dave 
Shackley 
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JV asked the board to note that they have, in the last two meetings, successfully 
agreed a  

 standardised pathway for OG cancer  

 new pathology guidelines 

 new radiology guidelines 

 Protocol for low grade dysplasia 
 

He asserted that this is quite an achievement. He confirmed that progress like this is 
only possible with a high quality, dedicated, functioning group, and that the board 
should rightly be proud of its achievements to date. He thanked everyone for their 
support and commitment 

9. Date and time of the next meeting  
     
              9.1 Future meetings 
                            31 July 2015, Seminar room 2, Mayo building, SRFT  

2nd October 2015 Seminar room 1, Mayo building, SRFT   

                            27th November 2015, Seminar room 1, Mayo building, SRFT 

 

 
 


